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On the whole, this abridgment may be called a success. It is clear, 
systematic, and does not impress one as being scrappy. At the same 
time, the language is somewhat technical for an elementary text-book, and 
there is a lack of illustrative material. In this respect it is much less 
satisfactory than Professor James's briefer Psychology. As an outline, 
however, in the hands of a competent teacher, the present volume could 
hardly fail to prove useful. E. A. 



Les alterations de la personality. Par Alfred Binet. Paris, Biblio- 
theque Scientifique Internationale, 1892. — pp. viii, 323. 

The author's object, as stated in the preface, was to collect and summar- 
ize the best established results of pathological psychology which bear upon 
the question of ' double consciousness.' The facts studied fall into three 
divisions : First, cases in which two personalities make their appearance 
alternately in the same subject, the second consciousness being either 
spontaneous or induced ; second, cases where the two personalities are 
co-existent, as shown in observations on hysterical anaesthesia, automatic 
writing, and distraction ; third, cases where the two consciousnesses enter 
into relation, as in the phenomena of suggestion and ' systematic anaes- 
thesia.' The hypothesis of a divided consciousness is made to explain all 
these facts, not without being slightly strained, inasmuch as remarkable 
mental powers are occasionally ascribed to the rudimentary ' sub-conscious 
personage.' 

In his conclusion Binet quotes Ribot, to the effect that consciousness is 
not an irreducible unity, but a coordination of elements. These elements 
may exist uncoordinated, and, under certain conditions, groups of them may 
organize into secondary personalities. Considering the question as to what 
constitutes a personality, the author decides that association is not the only 
influence operative in coordinating the elements, because the laws of associ- 
ation fail to explain the lack of memorial connection between the parts of a 
' double consciousness.' Nor is memory the test of personality, since in 
some of the cases cited the subject has entire memory of certain of his 
acts, while ascribing them to another person. Just what the unifying influ- 
ence is remains a mystery. Last and most important corollary of the 
hypothesis set forth is, according to Binet, the possible existence of a 
secondary consciousness accompanying the functions of organic life ; a 
suggestion which he offers as a substitute for old theories of ' unconscious 
cerebration.' Margaret Washburn. 



